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A Note from the Principal From the PTSA President

Silver Spring International Needs You

As we reach the halfway point of this school year,
8™ graders and their parents are turning their minds toward
leaving Silver Spring International. Since I am an 8" grade
parent, my mind is more and more consumed with thoughts
of how to transition out of my PTSA President role and into
a new role as a high school parent. I continue to be so
pleased with the wonderful students, staff and parents at
Silver Spring International (SSI) and know that I will leave a
part of my heart at this amazing school.

Parents have always been at the core of SSI Middle
School. As administrators and staff have come and gone,
parents have taken the initiative to make the school better for
their children. The landscaping and lighted sign at the front
of our building are results of parent and PTSA efforts. In the
past three years, parents have been instrumental in getting
grants and other donations to fund :

e the wood floor in the dance studio

e several jazz artist workshops and
performances

e the artist in residence mosaic
project for the cafeteria stairwell

(Continued on page 2)
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e the slam poetry residency for 7™ graders in December

e anew grant for a slam poetry and tile mural on the 3" floor

e anew grant to fund a Shakespeare Theatre residency for 8" grade English and 7™ grade theater students
During my presidency, I have made a priority of developing community events that will bring us together to celebrate our
school. International Night, Sports Night/Hoops for Heart and the MYP and Arts Showcase are events that help to meet this
goal.

The limits to what can be achieved at Silver Spring International are only limited by the time and energy that parents
like you can contribute. I have been honored to be PTSA president during a time when many parents stepped up to meet the
challenges of supporting a middle school in transition. I hope that each of you will consider whether you can take a more active
role in supporting the PTSA next year. In the next two months, I will be forming a nominating committee to look for candidates
for President, Grade Level Vice Presidents (3), Secretary, Treasurer and MCCPTA Delegate. We are losing the chairs of our
Beautification, International Night and Membership Committees as well as our listserve manager.

Our school can only be as strong as the community that supports it. Please contact me at 301-754-2632 or
mc.abe@verizon.net if you see a place where you can make a difference in supporting our community.

Mary Abe
PTSA President

Principal (continued)
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6Th Grade News
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8Th Grade News
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SS1 Science Department News




The Jaguar International

The Math Angle

(News from the Math Department)
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Mensaje de la Directora
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January
Tuesday, January 9

Monday, January 15
Friday, January 19
Monday, January 22

February
Friday, February 2

Calendar

Calendar of Events

PTSA Meeting, Media Center, 7:00 T 9:00 PM

7™ and 8" Grade Articulation

Martin Luther King Day, no school for students and teachers
Second Marking Period Ends

Professional day for teachers, no school for students and teachers

Hoops for Heart/Sports Night, Gym, 7:00 T 9:00 pm (Snow Date i February 16)
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Noticias del Octavo Grado
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