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From the PTSA Presid{a

Happy 2007! | hope all of you had a restful and
enjoyable winter break. It continues to amaze me how
quickly time flies by and we are already more than half way
through this school year. Many of your children have just
completed their first experience with semester exams. This
can be a very stressful time for all and | am sure they are
glad to have it behind them.

We are well into our articulation period where stu-
dents are making decisions about next year. We held parent
information/orientation meetings during the month of Janu-
ary to share course offerings with parents. | hope you have
had an opportunity to discuss this information with your
child/children and collaboratively we can all ensure that stu-
dents are placed in classes that will best meet their needs. If
at any point during this process you have any questions,
pl ease do not hesitate to
selor to discuss any course registration concerns. If you have
specific questions about a content area, such as Math, Eng-
lish, Science, Social Studies, Foreign Language, Physical
Education, electives, etc., please contact the resource teacher
for that department to discuss the course criteria and expecta-
tions. The better informed everyone is, the better we can en-
sure providing an effective and rigorous academic program
for our students.

Have you checked our S
not, 1 encourage everyone to use this wonderful resource.
The website address is: http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools
ssims/ We want to make sure you are receiving school re-
lated information in a timely basis and since we are aware
that not all middle school children make it a priority to report
information they have received, our website contains infor-
mation that you will find helpful. We also appreciate any
feedback you may have regarding the website or other
sources of communication such as our bi-weekly Jaguar
Journal I n addition, the
EDLINE as well as contact information for all staff mem-
bers.

I, again want to remind all parents of the importance
of having your child arrive to school on time and be in all

Silver Spring International Needs You

As we reach the halfway point of this school year,
™ graders and their parents are turning their minds toward
leaving Silver Spring International. Since 1 am an 8™ grade
parent, my mind is more and more consumed with thoughts
of how to transition out of my PTSA President role and into
a new role as a high school parent. | continue to be so
pleased with the wonderful students, staff and parents at
Silver Spring International (SSI) and know that I will leave a
part of my heart at this amazing school.
Parents have always been at the core of SSI Middle
School. As administrators and staff have come and gone,
parents have taken the initiative to make the school better for
their children. The landscaping and lighted sign at the front
C & But baikdikg ard rBsklts of parkhi ahd BSA efffrtd. Inth@ N
past three years, parents have been instrumental in getting
grants and other donations to fund :
e the wood floor in the dance studio
e several jazz artist workshops and
performances
e the artist in residence mosaic
project for the cafeteria stairwell
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PTSA President (continuegl) EV

e the slam poetry residency for 7" graders in December
e anew grant for a slam poetry and tile mural on the 3" floor
e anew grant to fund a Shakespeare Theatre residency for 8" grade English and 7" grade theater students

During my presidency, | have made a priority of developing community events that will bring us together to celebrate
our school. International Night, Sports Night/Hoops for Heart and the MYP and Arts Showcase are events that help to meet this
goal.

The limits to what can be achieved at Silver Spring International are only limited by the time and energy that parents
like you can contribute. | have been honored to be PTSA president during a time when many parents stepped up to meet the
challenges of supporting a middle school in transition. | hope that each of you will consider whether you can take a more active
role in supporting the PTSA next year. In the next two months, | will be forming a nominating committee to look for candidates
for President, Grade Level Vice Presidents (3), Secretary, Treasurer and MCCPTA Delegate. We are losing the chairs of our
Beautification, International Night and Membership Committees as well as our listserve manager.

Our school can only be as strong as the community that supports it. Please contact me at 301-754-2632 or
mc.abe@verizon.nét you see a place where you can make a difference in supporting our community.

Mary Abe
PTSA President

»@L Principal (continued)

classes daily. We continue to address the issue of attendance and tardiness with many students. Please help us by ensuring that
your child does not only come to school every day, but is here on time in order to maximize their learning and avoid interrup-
tions to the instructional program. Students are allowed in the building at 7:35 AM which gives them enough time to go to their
lockers, get their materials prepared for the day, get breakfast, and be in their seats ready to learn at 7:55 AM. When students
arrive after 7:45 AM, it makes it very difficult, if not impossible due to the size of our school, for them to be ready on time.
Your support is appreciated.

Finally, 1 want to remind everyone that the Maryland State Assessments (MSA) will be administered to all of our stu-
dents during the weeks of March 12 through March 21. It is critical that all students be present and on time to ensure their best
performance. Please refrain from scheduling doctorsol/

Thank you for your continued support as we strive to make Silver Spring International Middle School the best school it
can be!

Vicky Parcan
Principal

‘J}ﬂ Music Boosster

TIME IS RUNNING OUT
to help support the SSI Music Program with a visit to Dream Dinners!
FEBRUARY 8 is the last day to participate in our fundraiser with Dream Dinners in Silver Spring.

Dream Dinners will donate to the SSI Music Program $20 for every 72-serving session, and $10 for every 36-71 serving ses-
sion. To participate:

(1) Go online (www.dreamdinners.copnor call Dream Dinners at (301) 879-4707, sign up, and choose your dinners from the
me nu. Februaryés menu includes MaThaoGingeaSauce(ahdiPanre BotogneseB e e f
Most dinner entrees are available in three or six servings. All the pans and freezer bags are included.

(2) Then come to Dream Dinners to assemble your entrees. Everything you need is provided, from easy-to-follow instructions
to easily measured, pre-cut ingredients. Remember to mention the SSI Music Program.

(3) Once you have assembled your dinners, bring them home and place in the freezer. Just thaw, cook and enjoy a delicious
family meal.
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8ThGradd&lews

High-School Course Planning for 2007-2008

Nowthat8"gr aders have submitted their high school choi

time to start thinking about course selection for the 2007-2008 school year. The MCPS website has a section devoted to high-
school course planning, including an online worksheet to help with course selection, course catalogs by school and by special
program, and planning tools such as graduation requirements. Parents and students are encouraged to check out this website
now, because you will soon be asked to work together to create a four-year high school schedule. The website is http://
www.mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/coursebulletin/

Whoo6s that Baby?

Dig out those pictures!! Ms. Michelle Green, the yearbook sponsor, is collecting baby pictures (age 2 and younger) of

8" grade students for the yearbook. Students should submit their baby pictures to their first period teacher with their full name
and first period teacher on the back of the photo, so that photos can be returned to the students. Ms. Green would like to have all
photo submissions by February 2.

Lisa Harris, 8" grade VP

Internationalight Community Event

Thank You to Staff, Students and Parents

On Friday, December 8", staff, students, and parents came together and celebrated our talents and diversity through our

annual International Night. The International Night Committee would like to thank everyone who volunteered their time to
make the event so wonderful, especiallyé

Ms . Mo r c at e Oveho nade the Cbihese €afligraphy banners, masks, Adire inspired tablecloths, and Kuna
inspired mol asé

Ms. Moorebs ,FAD oMoasksas so hard and made the yumm
Ms . Muel |l er 6swkESOdUdi dtadtabsel ous display of countri

Mr. Jacksonés Man whoo Mrmand es ttuhdee nstosnd er f ul wel come
Jump Start Girls and LUNA students, who made the beautiful tissue paper flower centerpieces and intricate tissue
paper fl agseé

Ms . Dill ardbés fabulous dance cl asses, Mr . Leeds
Step Team, and Ms. T a y | wha edtestaingd msanithetfeiu fancy Biepsramd showed! udjimst
how talented and hard working their students areé
Mr. Wright and our hard working building service team, who were wonderful in supporting the event by transport-
ing those heavy tables from the main school building all the way down to the field house, setting them up for the event,
and then carrying them back at the endé Speci al
clean up and prepare the gym for classes Mondayé
The 8" Grade French Immersion students and parentswh o di d a fun raffle and
The wonderful parents who created displays celebrating and sharing the wonderful diversity of our school community,
Anna Marroquin (Guatemala), Ann Bullock (Korea), Jean Hickey (Morocco), Ellen Muldoon and Maureen Car-
rington (Ireland), Bubli Hussain and Cecilia de Kanga (Pakistan), Pita Lubis and Holly Harness (Indonesia),
and Francoise Domass (Switzerland) é

Girl Scout Troop 760, who hel ped to set up, stayed through t
All of the staff, students and parents who came early and stayed late, helping to set up and/or clean up, including Mr.
Bianchini, Lisa McGarrie, Ms. Dillard, Ms. Moore, Ms. Morcate, Ms. Mueller, Mr. Lynch, Ms. Parcan, Ms. Sig-
ley, DuShaune Evans, Billy Griffis, Dolly Nguyen, Sara Luu, Cindy Luu, Reed Herne, Trevolyn Fullerton, Jah-
nei Lee, Jae Lee, Gregory Gutierrez, Tsion Gulamo, Ben Sudbrink, Nick Ruppert, Justin Kanga, Mary Abe,
Linda Blackbourne, Leslie Bowie, Jeanne Atkinson, Cecelia De Kanga, Lisa Gabriel, Ann Greiner, Ellen
Mc Kay, Vicki King, Cyd Rowley, and Chris Whiteé
The many parents who donated sodas, including Susan Henry, Mary Abe, Leslie Bowie, Ann Bullock, Mindy
LeBlanc, Marcia Baughan, Maureen Gunnison, Jean Hickey, Elizabeth Burn, Eileen Hoggarth, and Holly Har-
ness.

And to all of the folks who came and enjoyed, and helped, whose names the committee missed, please know that we

thank you very much. This event was wonderful because everyone helped, and came together as a community.
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— PTSA Membership and Fundraisihg <

I'tés not too | ate to support Silver Spring Internatio

you where you already shop.

1) We know there are more of you who have been meaning to join, since as of the end of the year we had just under 100 mem-
bers and student enrollment of 800. Half of the $10 PTSA membership goes to the PTSA. Just complete the form
(downloadable at: http://ssimsptsa.org/membership.htmdnd send to the PTSA c/o Silver Spring International. Outright
donations are tax-deductible.

2)

2) Order and renew magazine subscriptions online through the Online Magazine Sale at http://www.qsp.com/Index.aspRegis-

ter with this code to ensure that SSI receives credit for the sales: 425051737. With most subscription rates as good as or better

than the magazines6 promotional rates, it costs you

40% of your purchase will benefit Silver Spring International PTSA.

3) Giant Food Stores i Remember that everyone must sign up for this program every year. Go to this link and register for this
school year: http://www.giantfood.com/aplus/aplus_pin.htm SS1 6 s code i s 03788, and yo
you register. I f you dondt have your Bonus Card numb
program hotline at 1-877-366-2668 and Giant will look up your card number and register you. Why not ask co-workers,
neighbors and family members to sign up for this program? Or maybe collect Bonus Card numbers (or phone numbers) with
their names, get them to the PTSA mailbox in the sceho
to enrol |l onl i ne, so if possible, dondt fill out a re

4) eScrip/Safeway i The Safeway program runs this year from October 1, 2006 through May 31, 2007; a 10% bonus program
for certain purchase is already running and continues through October 7™. Through eScrip you can also generate contributions
of up to 20% for newspaper subscriptions, travel, and credit and debit cards. Register with eScrip online at http://
www.escrip.com/ The School ID is 6564289. If you no longer have the card number, call 1-877-SAFEWAY, then go to the
eScrip site to register.

5) Through the Take Charge of Education program, Target will donate an amount equal to 1% of Target Visa and Target Guest
Card purchases made at Target and target.comand 1/2% of Target Visa purchases made elsewhere, to the eligible K-12 school

not h

ol 6 s
gi st

of your <choice, subject to Take Charge of Education prog

http://lwww.target.com/tcodhe School ID Number: 115655.

/é‘zﬁ( Shakespeare In DC. .. And At SSI
> Thi s

spring Washington, DC6 s -scBdolaekidersypoktiree workshdpstast™1 e
grade English students at Silver Spring International. Students will participate in a series of interactive workshops
to support their AsYoudke [tSeventh §rida skuderstspnette spang semester Theater elective will
receive their own workshops connectedto A Mi d s u mme r  NuhichiMs. Godemabis absaofifiering as a spring play
in Spanish and English.
The workshops will focus on the following exercises and activities:
e Page to Stage: a conceptualization exercise that helps students to engage in an inclusive discussion of the themes and plot

of the play.

e Language and Text: a guided exploration and intefp
pieces.

e Shakespeareds Worl d: students |l earn about the soc|ii
are given descriptions of people in Shakespear eds

world using a line of text.

The residency is being funded in part through a grant from the Montgomery County Arts and Humanities Council.
Remaining funding is being provided by the SSI PTSA, though it was not budgeted. Your ongoing contributions to PTSA
fundraisers and donations will support this and other arts and enrichment programs at Silver Spring International Middle
School.
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Mural Project \‘9

Mosaic Mural Project Installed and Student Designs Selected for MYP Murals

The walls of Silver Spring International are becoming enriched and enlivened with permanent student art. In mid-
January a four-panel mosaic mural was installed in the cafeteria stairwell. It was completed by students working with Artist
Valerie Theberge over a 20-week residency. This colorful and dynamic mosaic mural consists of panels each representing a

di fferent season. The work is a beautiful addi tionntt

for our students.

Over 200 students and community members participated in the project through art class, after-school art club, and the
Community Day in October. Student involvement in th
and intricate background patterns. There was a tremendous amount of collaboration between the students which involved deci-
sion making, intuition, and creativity. They often dialoged with one another about how to create the overall harmonious piece.
The artist was responsible for the color selection and outline of the design, as well as assembling the student work into a unified
work of art.

The project was funded by a grant from the Public Arts Trust administered by the Montgomery County Arts and Hu-

manities Council . Funds for the materials were ralWMaye

2006.

Three more murals will be painted by students this winter and spring. The students submitted designs connected to the
themes of the Middle Years Programme. The winning designs were selected by the MYP committee. Congratulations to the
winning students: Justin Kanga; Sabine Lipten and Maria Hamburger; Melanie Gross and Kadeja Macina.

We will invite the community and local VIPs to the MYP/Arts Showcase in April. Plans include a dedication of the
mosaic mural and displays of student art and enrichment, including the MYP murals and the 8"-grade MYP projects. Please

dondt wait wuntil then to stop by-ingrogress.s c h ool and see o

MYP and Arts Showcase

(Date to be determined) Book Drive
We are making plans for a major celebration of the excit-
ing things happening at our school in academic achieve-
ment and the arts. If you would like to be a part of the The PTSA is collecting good used books to help our 7"
committee to plan for this exciting event please contact grade English teachers build classroom libraries. Please
Lisa Gabriel (Ilgsag@comcast.netr 301-593-4358). look through your young adult books (fiction and non-

fiction) to see if there are any that you can donate to help

promote enjoyment of reading in our school. Books can be

turned in to the collection box in the front office or deliv-
ered directly to Mr. Mayo or Mr. Stelzner.

Poetry Tile Mural Project Coming This Winter

This winter and spring interested students will be working on an exciting new visual arts project, a Poetry Tile Mu-
ral, for the third floor hall way. This project wilpl
Students participating in the project will create ceramic tiles in a bogolan (Mali mud cloth) inspired style as a border for the
mural. The center tiles will contain impressions of student poetry selected by our English teachers. Funds for the project come
from a generous grant from the Takoma Foundation. If your child would be interested in participating in this project, please
have them contact Ms. Morcate, our art teacher. We will be working on the mural during Art Club from 2:45 to 4 pm on
Wednesdays.
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January
Friday, January 19
Monday, January 22

February
Friday, February 2

Monday, February 19
Thursday, February 22
Friday, February 23
Tuesday, February 27

Calendar

Calendar of Events

Second Marking Period Ends

Professional day for teachers, no school for students and teachers

Sports Night/Hoops for Heart,
(Snow Date i February 16)
Presidentsd Day
PTSA Executive Board Meeting
Music Boosters Sweet Solos
Grading/Planning

Gym 7:00 - 9:00 PM
NO SCHOOL

Media Center 7:30 - 9:00 PM
Music Room 7:00 - 8:00 PM

EARLY REALEASE

March
March 12 - 23 MSA TESTING
Tuesday, March 13 PTSA Meeting : Parent Forum Media Center ~ 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Tuesday, March 27 PROFESSIONAL Day for Teachers NO SCHOOL
Thursday, March 29 PTSA Executive Meeting Media Center ~ 7:30 - 9:00 PM
April
April 2 -9 Spring Break NO SCHOOL
To Be Determined Arts Showcase Cafeteria Noon - 5:00
RE RE ¥ ¥

»: »: .
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Book Drive

MYP and Arts Showcase

Estamos planificando una celebracion en grande de la
cosas maravillosas que estan pasando en nuestra escuela
con la metas ACADEMICAS y de ARTE. Si a usted le
gustaria ser parte de este comite para planificar este gran

evento por favor comiquese con Lisa Gabriel
(llgsag@comcast.net o al 301-593-4358).

El PTSA esta colectando libros usados para hayudar a
nuestros maestros de Ingles del 7 grado a contruir libre-
rias en el salon de clase. Por favor busque entre sus
libros de joven adulto de (ficcion y no ficcion) apropia-
dos para el septimo grado, libros en espafiol son bienve-
nidos y si hubiera alguno que pudiera donar para hayu-
dar a promover el gozo dela lectura en nuestra escue-
la,Los libros pueden ser entregados en la caja de colec-
cion que esta en la oficina del frente o pueden ser envia-
dos directamente a Mr. Mayo o Mr. Stelzner.
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Presidenta de la PTSA

LA ESCUELA SILVER SPRING INTERNACIONAL LES NECESITA

Al terminar el primer semestre del afio los alumnosde 8*°gr ado y sus padres piensan
dejaran la escuela. Como madre deunalumnoen8®y presi denta de | a PTSA este do
cién a la escuela secundaria. Estoy muy orgullosa de los alumnos, maestros y familias de la escuela Silver Spring Internacional
y sé que dejaré parte de mi en esta escuela.

Los padres de familia siempre han sido el nucleo de nuestra escuela. Hemos visto cambios de directores y maestros
pero los padres siempre han tomado la iniciativa para mejorar la escuela para nuestros hijos. Los jardines y el letrero en frente
de la escuela se deben a los esfuerzos de nuestros padres y de la PTSA. Durante los ultimos tres afios nuestros padres han logra-
do conseguir fondos para:

o el pizo de madera en la sala de baile

talleres de trabajo y presentaciones de artistas de jazz
el proyecto de mosaico al bajar a la cafeteria dirigido por la artista residenta
|l a poes?a fisl| amo’®grpdadurante tl mes de didiemtien o0s de 7
enuevos fondos para |l a poes2a fislamo y el mur al del
nuevos fondos para la residencia del teatro Shakespeare con las clases de inglés de 8% y los alumnos de teatro de 7° grado

Una de mis prioridades como presidenta ha sido establecer eventos para la comunidad escolar donde nos reunimos a
celebrar nuestra escuela. La Noche Internacional, la Noche Deportiva/ Canastas Para el Corazdn, y el Festival de Artes y el Pro-
grama de Afos Intermedios del Bachillerato Internacional han realizado estos goles.

Lo dnico que limita lo que podemos lograr en nuestar escuela es la contribucion de nuestros padres en tiempo y energia.
Durante mi presidencia he tenido la gran fortuna del apoyo de muchos padres que aceptaron el reto de contribuir a una escuela
intermedia en transicion. Les pido que cada uno de ustedes asuma un rol activo en la PTSA de nuestra escuela el afio entrante.
Durante los proximos dos meses crearemos un comité de nombramiento para identificar candidatos para presidente, vice presi-
dentes de cada grado (3), secretario, tresorero y delegado al MCCPTA. Tambien buscamos padres que se encarguen de los co-
mités de Membresia, La Noche Internacional, y Mejoramiento de la Escuela y una persona para coordinar nuestro listado electro-
nico.

Les pido que se pongan en contacto conmigo por teléfono (301-754-2632) o por correo electronico (mc.abe@verizon.net) para
hablar sobre como pueden ayudar a nuestra escuela.

Mary Abe
Presidenta del PTSA

Noticias del Octavo Gradp %

Planeando los cursos para la Escuela Secundaria 2007-2008 %

Ahora que los estudiantes del octavo grado sometieron sus elecciones para la Esucuela Secundaria para el siguiente afio y aplica-
ron para los programas especiales, es hora para empezar a pensar acerca de la seleccion de los cursos para el afio escolar 2007-
2008. La pagina de internet de las Escuelas Publicas del Condado de Montgomery (MCPS) tienen una seccion para planear los
cursos de la Escuela Secondaria incluyendo una hoja de trabajo para ayudar con la seleccion de los cursos, catalogos para los
cursos y programas especiales, herramientas de planeamiento y cuales son los requerimientos de graduacion.

Padres y Estudiantes los invitamos a vistar esta pagina o sitio en la internet, porque ud. muy pronto se le va a pedir que trabajen
junto para hacer el horario de los siguiente cuatro afios de la Escuela Secundaria la pagina es http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/
curriculum/coursebulletin/

2 Quien es ese bebé?

iiSaque esas fotografias!! La Sra. Michelle Green patrocinadora del libro del afio, esta colectando fotografias de bebés (de 2
afios 0 menos) del los estudiantes del octavo grado. Los estudiantes deberan someter las fotografias de bebés a los maestros del
primer periodo con su nombre completo y el nombre de la maestra del primer periodo en la partes de artras de la fotografia. Las
fotos seran regresadas a los estudiantes.

La Sra. Green esta pidiendo que envien las fotos antes del 2 de Febrero.

Lisa Harris
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Sports Night / Hoops For Heart
Friday, February 2
6:30 to 8:30 PM

Students have planned many fun basketball and fitness events to help
raise money for the American Heart Association and to promote a heart
healthy lifestyle. We hope to finish the evening with a basketball game be-
tween our staff and student basketball players.

Admission to this event is a donation to the Heart Association. Indi-
vidual students may be admitted with a donation of $5 or more; students who
bring their families will be asked for a donation of at least $10. Silver Spring
I nternational 6s participation in
years.

We are looking for parent volunteers to help with registration and
donations of healthy snacks (bottled water, sports drinks, trail mix) for this
event. Contact Mary Abe (mc.abe@verizon.netr 301-754-2632) if you can
help.
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