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IT WAS A VERY GOOD YEAR  

 

 It has been a pleasure serving for 

the past two years as PTSA President at 

Silver Spring International Middle School.   

We truly are a part of one of the most 

vibrant middle school communities in the 

greater Washington area.  I hope that many 

of you saw the article in the Washington Post Magazine that 

was part of our focus on helping the world to know about the 

positive and exciting things happening at our school.   A key 

to this focus came from Principal Vicky Parcan who never 

lets any negative comments about our school go 

unchallenged and who has spent many hours this year being 

interviewed for various features about our school.   It has 

been a busy and productive year at Silver Spring 

International and parents have been a big part of our success.  

Take a look at all we have accomplished by working 

together:  

 

Community Events: 

Many of our new families joined us in September for a 

PTSA membership picnic.  We used our courtyard for 

this event and learned how early it gets dark in the fall.  
(Continued on page 2) 

From the PTSA President 

I can hardly believe it ï another year is over, and we 

are already on our way to finalizing many of our plans for 

the 2007-08 school year.  We have held a number of orienta-

tion sessions for our incoming 6th graders, our master sched-

ule for next year is nearly complete, we are fortunate to have 

very few staffing changes which will allow for better conti-

nuity; and finally, we are bidding farewell to our current 8th 

graders.  We share in their excitement as they move into high 

school, with all of the new experiences and opportunities that 

the next four years will present to each of them. 

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize 

and once again thank all of the wonderful parents who have 

made my two years here at Silver Spring International Mid-

dle School the best years I could have imagined.  As many of 

you know, the position of Principal at our wonderful school 

has been one surrounded by lots of turmoil over the past few 

years.  As a new principal last year, I stepped into this job 

with both tremendous excitement as well as some fear about 

the unknown.  In large part due to the amazing support I 

have received from so many of our parents, my job has been 

made a little easier, and brought a great deal of positive rein-

forcement as we collaborated to ensure that all of our stu-

dents met with both academic and social success.   

It is with mixed emotions that I will say goodbye to 

our 8th graders.  I am very excited about their prospects for 

next year, but I also realize that when they leave, we will 

also lose a group of amazing 8th grade parents.  I would like 

to especially recognize the hard work and wonderful support 

I have received from Mary Abe, our PTSA President.  I con-

sider myself extremely fortunate to have had the opportunity 

to collaborate with her to ensure that Silver Spring Interna-

tional Middle School lives up to its full potential.  She has 

encouraged, supported, and motivated me in my role as prin-

cipal.  At the same time, she has stayed focused on our com-

mon goals ï providing a top-notch education to our students.  

She has asked tough questions regarding our academic pro-

gram that have helped me move our entire school in the right 

direction.  She took the lead in providing information and 

documentation that led to Silver Spring International Middle 
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Thank you to Maureen Carrington who organized the food for this event and Leslie Bowie who was instrumental in our 

successful membership drive. 

Two Beautification Days resulted in gardens at the parking lot and in the courtyard that will make both the Silver Spring 

International and Sligo Creek communities proud of our entrance areas.  Parent activism has also resulted in a commitment 

from MCPS to improve the Wayne Avenue façade of our building.  Thanks to Emily Sudbrink, Jack Hume and Mr. Mamana 

for their part in improving the appearance of our facility. 

Our November PTSA meeting featured information about the IB Middle Years Program that we offer at Silver Spring 

International and attracted many families trying to decide between our school and the many magnet programs in our area.  

Thanks to Ms. Lis Caison and the MYP committee for making this event a success. 

Our second International Night was a bigger success than the first as we celebrated all of the cultures that come together to 

make Silver Spring truly an International Middle School.  Thanks to Holly Harness and Emily Sudbrink who have for two 

years made this event more spectacular than any of us imagined it could be. 

Sports night in February focused on a ñHoops For Heartò event for the American Heart Association.  Students had a great time 

doing fitness and basketball activities and the staff fielded an awesome team to narrowly defeat our student athletes in an 

exhibition basketball game.  Thanks to Ellyn McKay who organized registration and Ms. Dessalyn Dillard and allof the PE 

Department who organized the students to put on this fantastic event. 

The MYP Arts and Academic Showcase in May was truly a celebration of all the wonderful things happening at Silver Spring 

International Middle School.  We had fantastic student performances and recognized both the authorization of SSI as an IBO 

World School and the completion of the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County funded Four Seasons mural in 

the stairway to the cafeteria.   Thanks to Lisa Gabriel, Margie Rittman, Ms. Lis Caison and Ms. LeighAnn Uzamere for their 

vision of what this event could be. 

 

Fundraising and the Results: 

Donations from parents started us off with funds to take care of the business of running a PTSA.  Thanks to Leslie Bowie and 

our Treasurer Conny Mayer for making this happen. 

The PTSA, with community business support, published a student directory to help our community stay in contact with each 

other.  Thanks to Robert Bullock and Monica Ettinger who completed this project. 

The winter QSP magazine sale raised funds which helped us to fund grants for our staff including a Discovery Club for our 

ESOL students, support for our Math Team, overhead calculators for all math classes, a new hard drive for the many video 

projects that our students and staff are completing, and publication of a 7th grade book of essays.  Thanks to Jeanne Atkinson 

for coordinating this sale. 

The 8th grade team sponsored the food concession at the spring showcase to raise funds for the 8th grade dinner cruise on June 1 

A Silent Auction at the spring showcase raised money for matching funds for after school arts programs at Silver Spring 

International.  We will have a community art project to celebrate Hispanic Heritage month in the fall and will be looking for 

future opportunities.  Thanks to Lisa Gabriel, Leslie Bowie and Chris White for their work on this fundraiser. 

 

Academic Enrichment and Staff Support: 

With the guidance of Maureen Gunnison, we have had monthly events to tell our staff how much we appreciate their hard work   

A staff gift fund also provided a holiday party for the staff.  

The Music Boosters raised money to support our studentsô participation in solo, ensemble, band and orchestra festivals.  

Thanks to Liz Molloy and George Slenkovich for leading this group. 

A combination of grants and PTSA fundraising brought slam poet Gayle Danley, rapper and poet Omekongo Dibinga, and 

Native American storyteller Dovie Thomason to perform for our students.  Thank you to Claire Schwadron and Ann Bullock 

for arranging these performances. 

Parents have been actively working with the Science Department staff and have been successful in obtaining several grants for 

equipment and programs for our students and teachers.  Thanks to Ann Leger who has been instrumental in identifying grants 

for which we could apply. 

 

I cannot begin to thank everyone who contributed to the success of our PTSA program at Silver Spring International this 

year, but I do want to recognize the outstanding Executive Committee ï Lisa Harris, 8th grade VP, Kenzie Raulin and Ann 

Bullock, 7th grade VP,  Patrick Herendeen, 6th grade VP, Francoise Domaas, Secretary and Conny Mayer, Treasurer who have 

made my job possible.  I cannot thank Lisa Gabriel and Emily Sudbrink enough for their support over the past two years.  They 

have been like assistant PTSA presidents and I could not have done this job without them.  Finally, great thanks to Bernadette 

Baudry, Tony Maurelli, Kate Flint and Marguerite DôAmato who have made this newsletter possible and to Ines Cifuentes, Ivania 

Hernandez, Patti Marroquin and Lisa McGarrie who have helped with translation. 

Mary Abe, Retiring PTSA President 

PTSA President (continued) 

The Jaguar International 
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The Jaguar International 

8Th Grade News 

The tenure of the 8th grade class at SSIMS is about to draw to a close.  Three years seem to have blown right by!  The 

contributions of this class of bright, talented students have left an indelible mark all over the school: 

 

On the walls ï in the form of the breathtaking Four Seasons mosaic and the beautiful MYP murals; 

On the floors ï as our talented dancers whirled, stepped, stomped, and jammed their way through entertaining dance 

routines; 

On the courts and fields ï as our agile athletes ran, passed, put the ball in the hoop, batted, pitched, and kicked; 

In the air ï in the sounds of the orchestra, band, jazz band, and ensembles that made brilliant music all year; 

In color ï in the astounding drawings created by our visual artists;  

On SSIMSô first stage as an MYP school ï as close to 70 eighth graders proudly developed and presented MYP Pas-

sion Projects that displayed the incredible range of talent and passion that exists among SSIMS students; and finally 

In various forms of media generally, whether paper, PowerPoint presentations, video presentations, graph paper, 

spreadsheets, display or poster board ï as all of our students took advantage of these various methods to uniquely 

express themselves and what they have learned.  They created thoughtful design cycle projects, wrote essays, learned 

and wrote about Shakespeareôs work, created incredible math projects, discussed important topics in health and fit-

ness, played lacrosse, mused about early U.S. government, became more proficient in a foreign language, and so 

much more.  And, maybe most important of all, as a result of the MYP, they learned more about themselves, how 

they learn, and how they fit into this world. 

 

Our 8th graders have much to celebrate as they move on to high school!  By the time this newsletter is issued, they 

will have had their much-deserved celebratory dinner cruise and will be looking forward to promotion.  The promotion cere-

mony and reception will be on the last day of school, Thursday, June 14, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. in the field house (the gym). 

 Finally, we must give a huge and heartfelt thank-you to the 8th grade team leaders Ms. Shenice Cole-

man and Ms. Melanie Pilgrim, who have really been committed to this 8th grade class, and to all of the 8th 

grade teachers who have made this a wonderful final year. 

 

Lisa Harris  

PTSA 8th Grade VP 

Membership and Fundraising 

Generous donations from parents minimized 

the need for additional fundraising activities. 

Parents
Students

Teachers
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PTSA MembershipSources of PTSA  Income 

Magazine Sales 

 $3,500  

Directory Ads,   

Auction 
    $3,200  

Donations,   

$1,840  

PTSA Dues,   

$645  

$1,500 

 

PSTA membership increased 40% in 2006-7 
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Note from the Principal (continued) 

School being named one of the Top 30 Middle Schools in the DC area in the Washington Post Magazine.   

At the same time, I am excited about the parents who will remain with us for one or two more years, as well as the 

new parents who will soon become a part of our wonderful school community.  I look forward to our continued work together 

for the constant growth of all of our students.  I feel blessed to be in my position as Principal, and I thank all of you, parents 

and guardians, for your continued support!  Have a wonderful summer and I look forward to seeing you in the near future. 

 

L. Victoria Parcan  

Principal  

April 21st Beautification Day Huge Success 

 Thank you!!!  Thank you!!!  Thank you!!! To all of the wonderful staff, students and parents who came out and 

weeded, raked, pruned, dug and dug some more, planted, mulched and watered all day long. Existing flower beds were spruced 

up, and a new flower bed, to the left of the front entrance, was created. The Green Club had a great time building three new 

raised beds and two benches in the large courtyard. Students planted these beds with a variety of butterfly plants, some grown 

from seed by the Green Club. This new butterfly garden will be a wonderful resource for both Sligo Creek Elementary and SSI 

Science classes, and an opportunity for further collaboration between our two schools. Special thank-yous go to Simone Fary, 

Nancy Oswald, Mary Abe, Cecelia de Kanga and Ms. Taylor for their generous donations of perennials and annuals for the 

flower beds. With everyoneôs hard work, we once again got everything done on the ñto do listò, and even more!  Wow, you all 

are amazing! Another very special thank you to Tori Hall, the Beautification Chair for Sligo Creek Elementaryôs PTA, and all of 

the wonderful Sligo Creek families, who worked so hard and helped so much in transforming the landscaping between our two 

schools.   

 The Beautification Committee would also like to especially thank Mr. Mamana, for his hard work, dedication and per-

severance in steadily transforming our schoolôs appearance and making arrangements with Greenskeeper Landscaping, for the 

use of a landscaping truck to transport mulch and soil, and to haul away debris.  It is their support that has enabled our hard 

working students, staff, and parents to accomplish all of the wonderful transformations to our landscaping.  

 As my son is an 8th grader, and will not be at SSI next year, the PTSA really needs another parent to take on chairing 

the Beautification Committee.  Please contact me if you are interested (ee.sudbrink@verizon.net).  This position 

is a highly rewarding and fun volunteer opportunity.  

 Thank you again, everyone, for all of your wonderful support to our school. 

 

Emily Sudbrink  

Beautification Committee 

Before you know it our seventh graders will be graduating from SSIMS. It has been a tradition at SSIMS for the sev-

enth grade parents to host the reception for graduation (so those hard working eighth grade parents can relax and enjoy the cere-

mony without working). Next year we will have the same done for us! 

 The ceremony this year will be held on Thursday, June 14 at 9:30 AM in the field house. Here is what we need: 

2 parents to help set up/decorate at 8-9 AM; this task can be done on your way to work! 

2-3 parents ... want to learn to make a balloon arch? (it is easier than you think!) This will be done that morning at 7:30 

and takes about an hour...  

6 parents to help serve cake/punch following the ceremony (10-11:00 AM?). 

2 parents to help clean up (11:00 AM). 

Donations of clear soda for the punch (need 25 bottles). 

Donations of baked goods of any kind (finger food, cookies/brownies). 

If you have time to help with any of these activities please email (kenzier@starpower.net) or telephone (301-681-7420) 

and let me know. Thanks so much for contributing to the last event of the year! 

 

Kenzie Raulin 

7th Grade PTA Co-VP 

7Th Grade News 

Beautification Committee 
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Staff Appreciation 

The Jaguar International 

 This year has flown by and we have a lot to be thankful for here at Silver Spring International.  

We have a strong management team, dedicated staff, hard working students, and outstanding parents!  Our parents 

were busy this year recognizing the wonderful work and time commitment of our staff by showing them how much we appreci-

ate all that they do.  Here are the highlights of the staff appreciation events we offered this year: 

  August: Staff Breakfast 

  September: Muffins in staff mailboxes after Back-to-School Night 

  October: Cupcake Month 

  November: Potluck Dinner during Conferences 

  December: Winter Solstice-Cookies. We also provided partial funds for the staff holiday party and door prizes 

  January: Gift Card to staff who stayed for Parent Information Meetings 

  February: Chocolate Day 

  March: Snacks during MSAôs; Thank you breakfast 

  May: Ice Cream Bar; Paraffin Wax hand treatments; Luncheon 

  June: End of the year celebration 

 A big thank you to the MANY parents that provided food, monetary donations, and/or their time to make this happen! 

 Have a wonderful summer! 

Maureen Gunnison 

Chair, Staff Appreciation Committee 

Music Boosters 

 

What is a MUSIC BOOSTER??? 
 

The Music Boosters is an organization formed by parents who have children 

in the SSI Music Program.  The Boosters are vital to the success of the SSI instrumen-

tal music program. The focus is to assist the director in performing all necessary du-

ties.  The Boosters raise money for the program, host social events for the performing 

groups, and chaperone field trips, festivals and community performances.    

Music Program 

Under the direction of Mr. LoRusso, the instrumental music program had a very successful year. This year classes were 

set up according to ability rather than grade.  Also this year, by audition, a select number of students met at 7:00 AM a couple of 

times a week to practice jazz (talk about enthusiasm!). The Jazz Band also studied jazz music technique under a residency with 

Dr. Cook. Highlights of the music program include:   

  Social events ï The Ice Cream Social, held in the fall, welcomed music students, parents and friends of the music pro-

gram to the new school year. Sweet Solos, held in February, allowed students to shine by presenting solos and duets while 

family and friends sampled pot luck sweets, treats and beverages. Oh yeah, this was great practice for the District Solo and 

Ensemble competitions.   

  Competitions ï Students showed their Jaguar stuff at music Festivals and competitions including the DCC Fall Festival, 

District Festival, Solo and Ensemble and Six Flags Festival.   

  Support School Events ï Students put the school on the right beat by performing at the Thanksgiving Assembly and the 

MSA Pep Rally.   

  Performances ï Beginner, intermediate and advanced bands and orchestras wowed family and friends with stellar per-

formances at the Winter and Spring Concerts. Members of the orchestra brightened the season for all of Washington, DC with 

holiday selections at Union Station. Did you catch the Jazz Band boogie at the Arts and Academic Showcase?  Outstanding! 

 

Be Watching for Something New to the Music Program Next Year: Chorus! 
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The Jaguar International 

Fall Community Art Days 

October 18 and 27, 2007 
 

Mark your calendars for a community arts day this fall at Silver Spring International when students and families will 

be invited to help create a new permanent art installation for our school.  With the cooperation of local artist Rosana Azar, the 

PTSA, students, and families, the project will begin on Thursday, October 18 during the first Los Padres meeting of the year 

and will be completed at a Community Art Day on Saturday, October 27.   

 The design is a large sun based on the Aztec calendar and will be one way we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month.  

Families will be invited to help paint small sections of the sun, much like the Mosaic Community Day where the community 

created small mosaic gems for placement on the larger piece of art.  It will be installed on the wall opposite the media center.  

Principal Vicky Parcan suggested this central location in the school so that the entire community can enjoy the artwork daily. 

 The project is being funded through a grant award from the Takoma Foundation, which has generously funded two 

previous projects at SSI in the past two years, and with funds raised by the PTSA.  Details about the project and art days will 

be provided at the start of the school year.   

 We are looking for community members to help prepare the materials, including cutting plywood into the shape of the 

mural.  If you can help with the preparation, or would like to be involved in planning future arts and enrichment programs, 

please contact parent Lisa Gabriel at (301) 593-4358 or llgsag@comcast.net.   

Día de Arte Comunitaria en el Otoño: 

 18 y 27 de octubre del 2007 
Marquen sus calendarios para el Día de Artes Comunitarias este otoño en Silver Spring International cuando se les in-

vitarán a los estudiantes y familias a ayudar a crear una nueva y permanente obra de arte para la escuela.  Con la cooperación de 

la artista local Rosana Azar, el PTSA, los estudiantes, y las familias, el proyecto comenzará el jueves, 18 de octubre durante la 

primera reunión de Los Padres y se terminará el Día de Artes Comunitarias el 27 de octubre.  

El diseño es un grande sol basado en el calendario azteca y será una manera de celebrar el Mes de Herencia Hispana. 

Se invitan a las familias a ayudar a pintar pequeñas secciones del sol, muy parecido al Día del Mosaico donde la comunidad 

creyó pequeños mosaicos que se metieron en la obra grande.  Se instalará la obra completa en la pared frente a la biblioteca.  La 

directora Vicky Parcan sugirió este lugar central así que toda la comunidad puede disfrutar la obra de arte todos los días.   

La Fundación Takoma está pagando el proyecto a través de una beca otorgada a la escuela.  Por la generosidad de La 

Fundación Takoma y el PTSA, SSI ha llevado a cabo dos proyectos de arte durante los últimos dos años.  Más detalles sobre el 

proyecto y los días de arte serán proveídos al inicio del próximo año escolar. 

Se busca ayuda con la preparación de los materiales, incluso el hecho de cortar la base de madera.  Si a usted le interesa 

la preparación o la organización de futuros programas de arte, llame a Lisa Gabriel 301-593-4358 o mande un email a 

llgsag@comcast.net 

New Officers for Silver Spring International MS PTSA, 2007-08 
 
Presidents: Jeanne Atkinson, atkinbuch@rcn.com, 301-588-1474 

  Jack Hume, jhume409@yahoo.com, 301-585-3565 

8th Grade Vice Presidents:  Kenzie Raulin, kenzier@starpower.net, 301-681-6036 

    Vicky Taitano, vickieking@aol.com, 301-585-5235 

   Claudina Castro, claudina_castro@yahoo.com  
7th Grade Vice Presidents:  Marguerite Damato, Jammw004@aol.com, 301-681-0828 

    Jean Hickey, jeh217@aol.com, 301-593-7861 

6th Grade Vice President:  Lisa Gabriel, llgsag@comcast.net, 301-593-4358 

Secretary: Francoise Domaas, fdomaas@comcast.net, 301-890-2714 

Treasurer: Conny Mayer, conny.mayer@verizon.net, 301-585-4549 

 

Blair Cluster Rep ï  Joe Lipten 

Northwood Cluster Rep ï  VACANT 

NAACP Parent Council Rep ï VACANT 

MCCPTA Delegate ï  VACANT 

 

Please consider volunteering to fill one of the vacant positions so that SSI can be represented in these very important groups. 
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The Jaguar International 

Presidente Del PTSA 
FUE UN AÑO IMPORTANTE  

 

 Ha sido un placer servirles como presidente del PTSA en SSIMS. Nosotros verdaderamente somos partes de una comu-

nidad vibrante en el area de Washington.  Espero que muchos de Uds hayan leido el articulo del Washington Post en donde se 

menciona nuestro enfoque en ayudar al mundo a conocer acerca de los cambios positivos y exitantes que estan pasando en nues-

tra escuela.  Una parte importante viene de la Directora Vicky Parcan que nunca ha hecho comentarios negativos de nuestra es-

cueal y que ha dedicado muchas horas este año para ser entrevistada por los muchos cambios que ha experimentado nuestra es-

cueal.  Este ha sido un año muy productivo en SSIMS y los padres han sido parte de este exito. Revisemos lo que hemos logrado 

trabjando juntos 

 

EVENTOS COMUNITARIOS 

Muchas de nuestras familias nos acompañaron en el picnic de membresia. 

Dos dias de ornamentacion que dieron como resultados nuevos jardines en el patio interior y en el parqueo. 

En la reunion del PTSA en el mes de Noviembre se dio informacion acerca del IB Programa de los años intermedios. 

Nuestra segunda Noche Internacional fue un exito en donde todas las culturas estubieron presente para hacer de SSIMS una 

verdadera Escuela Internacional. 

La Noche de Deporte que se celebro en febrero. 

La Exhibicion de arte academico de MYP fue una verdadera celebracion de todas las cosas maravillosas que pasan en 

SSIMS. 

 

LOS EVENTOS DE RECAUDACION DE FONDOS Y SUS RESULTADOS 

Donaciones de los padres que nos sirvieron para inciar las primeras actividades del PTSA. 

El PTSA y los negocios de la comunidad ayudaron a publicar el directorio de los estudiantes que ayudo a nuestra comuni-

dad a estar en contacto. 

La venta de revistas de QSP en invierno nos ayudo a conceder fondos para el personal, incluyendo el Club Discovery y a los 

estudiantes de ESOL y al equipo de Matematicas. 

El equipo del octavo grado tubo venta de comida en la exihibicion de primavera para recoger fondos para la cena en el cru-

cero de los estudiantes del octavo grado. 

La subasta silenciosa nos produjo fondos para los programas despues de la Escuela. 

 

ENRRIQUECIMIENTO ACADEMICO Y APOYO DE EL PERSONAL 

Hemos realizado  eventos mensuales para decirle al personal lo mucho que apreciamos su trabajo. 

El buster de Musica recaudo fondos para apoyar la participacion de los estudiantes de musica en los festivales. 

Una concesion combinada de fondos de PTSA apoyo en presentaciones de poetas para los estudiantes. 

Los padres han estado trabajando activamente con el personal del departamento de ciencias para obtener concesiones para 

equipos y programas para maestros y estudiantes. 

 

Yo no puedo empezar a dar gracias a todos los que contribuyeron a este exito del PTSA en SSIMS.  Pero quiero reconocer el 

exelente trabajo del comite ejecutivo ï Lisa Harris, 8th grado VP, Kenzie Raulin y Ann Bullock, 7th grado VP, Patrick Herende-

en, 6th grado VP, Francoise Domaas, secretaria, Conny Mayer, tesorera.  Quienes hizieron que este trabajo fuera posible.  Gra-

cias a Lisa Gabriel y Emily Sudbrink.  Gracias por todo sue apoyo durante esto dos años.  Gracias a Bernadette Baudry, Tony 

Maurelli, Kate Flint y Marguerite DôAmato quienes ha hecho que esta carta sea posible. Gracias a Ines Cifuentes, Ivania Her-

nandez, Patty Marroquin y Lisa McGarrie quienes han ayudado en la traduccion. 

 

Mary Abe 

Presidente saliente del PTSA 
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Mensaje de la Directora 

The Jaguar International 

Noticias del 7to Grado 

 Es difícil creerlo ï otro año ha terminado, y ya estamos finalizando muchos de nuestros planes para el año escolar del 

2007-2008.  Hemos tenido varias sesiones de orientaci·n para los alumnos que entrar§n al sexto grado, nuestro horario para el 

próximo año está casi complete, tenemos la fortuna de no tener muchos cambios con nuestro personal lo cual nos ayudará a 

mantener un alto nivel de continuidad, y finalmente, tenemos que despedirnos de los alumnos del octavo grado.  Compartimos 

con ellos el entusiasmo que se siente al comenzar sus a¶os de óhigh schoolô, con todas las experiencias y oportunidades que los 

próximos 4 años les presentarán a cada uno de ellos. 

 Quisiera aprovechar esta oportunidad para reconocer y una vez mas agradecer el apoyo que me han aportado tantos 

padres durante los dos años que he estado en la Escuela Intermedia Internacional de Silver Spring.  Como muchos de ustedes 

saben, la posición de Directora en nuestro gran colegio ha presentado muchos cambios durante los últimos años.  Cuando yo 

comencé mi labor en este colegio, lo hice con mucho entusiasmo y a la misma vez, un cierto nivel de incertidumbre.  En gran 

parte, gracias al gran apoyo que he recibido de parte de muchos de los padres, mi trabajo ha sido un poco más fácil, y también 

ha sido una de las razones que podemos celebrar los grandes éxitos de estos 2 años. 

 Con una mezcla de emociones me despido de aquellos alumnos del 8vo grado.  Estoy feliz por ellos, por las grandes 

oportunidades que se les presentarán en el futuro, pero también siento que perdiremos un gran grupo de padres el 8vo grado.  

Especialmente, quisiera reconocer la labor y gran apoyo que he recibido de parte de Mary Abe, Presidenta de la Asociación de 

Padres.  Me siento orgullosa de haber tenido la oportunidad de colaborar con ella para asegurar el éxito de la Escuela Interme-

dia Internacional de Silver Spring.  Ella me ha motivado, apoyado, y en general sido una gran ayuda para mí como Directora de 

nuestra escuela.  Su enfoque en el programa académico que ofrecemos a todos los alumnos nos ha ayudado a lograr el mejora-

miento del nivel académico para todos en la escuela.  Ella fue quien se encargo de proveer información y documentación la 

cual nos nombro una de las 30 Mejores Escuelas Intermedias en la Regi·n de Washington. 

 A la misma vez, es con gran alegría que espero continuar nuestra colaboración con los padres que continuarán con 

nosotros como los de aquellos alumnos entrante a la escuela.  Espero seguir trabajando juntos por el bien de todos los alumnos.  

Me siento honrado de estar en esta posición como Directora, y les agradezco a todos padres y apoderados, por su apoyo conti-

nuo.  Espero que tengan un feliz verano y nos veremos en el cercano futuro. 

  

L. Victoria Parcan 

Directora 

 Antes de que se de cuenta, nuestros alumnos del 7to grado se graduarán de SSIMS.  Ha sido una tradición de SSIMS 

que todos los años los padres del 7to proveían una recepción de graduación (así que los padres trabajadores del 8vo se pueden 

descansar y disfrutar la ceremonia).  El próximo año nos harán el mismo favor! 

La ceremonia este año ocurrirá el jueves, 14 de junio a las 9:30AM en el gimnasio.  Lo que necesitamos: 

2 padres para ayudar a arreglar/adorna a las 8am hasta 9am; se lo puede hacer en ruta a su trabajo! 

2 ï 3 padreséquisiera aprender a crear un arco de globos?  (es mas f§cil que piensa) 

6 padres para servir el pastel y jugo despu®s de la ceremonia (10am a 11am) 

Donaciones de soda clara para el jugo (se necesitan 25 botellas) 

Donaciones de panes dulces de cualquier tipo (por ejemplo, galletas/brownies) 

Si usted puede ayudar con cualquier de las actividades arriba, por favor mande un email a: kenzier@starpower.net o llame al 301

-681-7420 para dejarnos saber.  Gracias por contribuir al último evento del año! 

 

Kenzie Raulin 

Vicepresidente del 7to grado 
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Congratulations to our graduating 8th graders  

 

and a Happy and Fun summer to all! 

 


