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 As the days get shorter and the weather gets wetter 

(finally!) and cooler, many of us are shifting 

our focus from outdoor activities to indoor 

time. What a perfect time, then, to talk 

about all the exciting things happening at 

SSI, both during the school day and on 

evenings and weekends. 

 Letôs start with education. Those of 

you with 8th graders know about the Passion Project, an 

opportunity for our kids to study in-depth and present in their 

own way a topic of particular interest. But did you know that 

137 8th graders ï nearly half the class ï have taken on this 

voluntary, extra elective? The range of our kidsô interests is 

astonishing, from writing a cook book to running a horse 

show to researching ancient mythology. Keep in mind youôll 

get to see these projects presented to the whole school 

community in the spring. 

 The creativity at SSI is not limited to our students, 

of course. Those of you who get emails through the PTSA 

listserve will have had the chance to read about the 

innovative work Mr. Mayo is doing with his English classes 

ï teleconferencing with a middle school class in Denver and 

high school students in Philadelphia, creating blogs, turning 

childrenôs books into digital movies, and creating an urban 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the PTSA Co-Presidents 

October, 2007 

 

We are once again through the first marking period 

of another school year. We have had a very busy and excit-

ing time over the past nine weeks since school began. I am 

so proud of how hard all of our students are working and 

how well they have been behaving ï we are all proud to be 

Silver Spring International Jaguars! 

I hope everyone will take advantage of our parent 

conferences scheduled this year on Friday, November 9th 

from 1 PM until 7 PM in our field house. This is a great op-

portunity for you to pick up your childôs report card, speak 

with all of your childôs teachers, hear about how they are 

performing in school, and get some feedback about how you 

can continue to support their academic growth. Due to the 

high volume of parents that typically turn out during this 

evening, we ask that the conferences be limited to five min-

utes with individual teachers. If you need more time, please 

see the appropriate grade-level counselor who will also be 

available that evening and schedule a meeting to further dis-

cuss your child. The format for the conferences has been 

used during the past two years. We have received very posi-

tive feedback from parents so we look forward to seeing you 

on the 9th in the schoolôs field house. No appointments neces-

sary. 

Some of new initiatives this year are off to a great 

start. Three new 6th grade courses, ñLights, Camera, Liter-

acy!ò, ñArts Investigationò, and chorus have been a great 

success. The students are not only having fun, but learning at 

the same time. In 7th grade we are offering a Bio-Technology 

elective that also has been a great success, and some of our 

8th graders are involved in a Business course where they have 

been developing a business plan to start a school store. I am 

excited about the opportunity to offer engaging courses that 

follow a rigorous academic program. In addition, we have 

recently received six Promethean boards, including one Intel-

ligent Classroom. We have placed them across content areas 

as well as across the three grade levels. Hopefully your child 

has had an opportunity to work with one already. We know 

November  2007 Volume 3, Issue 2 

 

 

 

 

In this Issue...   

Principal, PTSA President, Outdoor Classroom, 
6th and 7th Grade News 

1, 3 

8th grade News, Staff Appreciation, Math 
Competition Team, Cultural Arts 

4, 5 

MSA Kickoff, MYP News, MSA Focus Group 
Tips Resources, Student Service Learning 

6, 8 

Carta de la Presidenta, Equipo de Competicion 
de Matematica, Calendar, Forms 

9, 11 

Versión en español de los articulos de importancia 

estan en página 9. 

Letter from the Principal 



2 

fiction book club. You can read more about all of this at   And this is just one example of the fabulous work our teachers are 

doing. Another impressive example was set by our Principal, Ms. Parcan, who just won a Fulbright scholarship to visit a 

middle and secondary school in Cordoba, Argentina next summer. Congratulations, Ms. Parcan!! 

 Meanwhile, the PTSA continues to sponsor events designed to entertain when school is out. We just had our second 

annual Community Arts Day, this time to work on a mural in celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month to be placed across from 

the Media Center. Watch for that later in the year. Coming up next is International Night on December 7th. This huge favorite is 

not to be missed. More volunteers to help are welcome. 

 Our kids are doing their part here as well. On November 13-14, you can see the ñSSI playersò in ñBig Badò, a play 

directed by Ms. Broby, at our neighbor school Sligo Creek Elementary. 

 Speaking of elementary school, now is the time of year when 5th graders are learning about their middle school 

choices. If you know any 5th graders, invite them to join you at one of these or other events (such as the MYP open house on 

November 28th), so they can see first hand how dynamic a place SSI has become. 

 Finally, there will be a leaf raking party at SSI on Saturday, December 1st. We will meet at 9:00 AM at the entrance 

to the school. People should bring gloves and rakes. See you there. 

 
Jeanne Atkinson 

Jack Hume 

PTSA Co-Presidents (continued) 

The Jaguar International 

Letter from the Principal (continued) 

that student engagement is critical to learning and having all of these resources allows us to engage students throughout their 

day. 

I am looking forward to an exciting Open House, scheduled for the evening of November 28. This will provide us with 

an opportunity to highlight many of the wonderful programs that set Silver Spring International Middle School apart. We hope 

to have a great community turn out, so donôt miss this opportunity to come with your child to see first hand what is happening at 

our school. 

As always, please continue to provide us with feedback about what is or is not working at Silver Spring International. I 

hope that your childôs first report card is a true reflection of his/her learning so far this year. If you have concerns, please contact 

our guidance department to schedule a parent-teacher conference as soon as possible. If your child did well ï donôt forget to 

praise him/her. They really work hard not only here at school, but you know if your child is taking the necessary time at home to 

keep up with school work. As I mentioned in the last newsletter we are implementing the PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention 

System) and I can certainly attest to our studentsô growing levels of the 3 Rôs: Responsibility, Respect and Relationship build-

ingéway to go Jaguars!  

Vicky Parcan 

Principal   

Outdoor Classroom for Silver Spring International  
 

With some sun, water, and volunteer help, the garden beds in the courtyard shared by Silver Spring International MS 

and Sligo Creek ES may grow into an Outdoor Classroom. Science teachers and Green Club sponsors Elizabeth Levien and 

Erika Castillo are leading a project to make the modest courtyard garden into a multi-use outdoor space where students can cre-

ate experiments, and investigate what happens when plants are exposed to different inputs (sun, water, nutrients). 

 In October 2007, the teachers were awarded a $3,155 grant from Loweôs Home Improvement and National Geo-

graphic, and International Paper, to begin the gardenôs transformation into a space that can be used for science lessons, and pos-

sibly used by other classes, such as Art, Drama, and English. With the funding the school will purchase tables and chairs to cre-

ate an outdoor classroom, and materials to enlarge the pollinator garden. The teachers are currently working with parent volun-

teers on the design and implementation of the outdoor classroom project. A community work day will be scheduled for April 

and/or May 2008. 

  Teachers would like to thank the parents who have contributed their skills and efforts to this project: Ann Leger and 

Kathy McCarthy, and SCES parents Tori Hall, Margy O'Herron, and Emily Sudbrink. Students in the After-school Green Club 

helped create and maintain the first raised beds starting in April 2007.  

If you are interested in helping with the project, please contact Ann Leger at aleger_ssmd@yahoo.com or at 301-806-2340. 
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7th Grade News 

Exciting things happened this October in Mr. Jeffersonôs Biotechnology class.  Mr. Mamana was ñmurderedò while at 

a party with other teachers and the students had to figure out who was the killer. Students learned about DNA and current tech-

niques in biotechnology and forensics. Students extracted DNA from mammalian cells and completed an actual DNA finger-

printing lab where they used restriction enzymes and gel electrophoresis to find out who was the killer. Also, Mr. Mamana 

somehow managed to come back to life as he was seen roaming the halls. 

 

Jason Jefferson 

6th Grade News 

 

Save the Dates: Outdoor Ed in April for All 6th Graders 
 

Get out those 2008 calendars and make a note of the dates for the 6th Grade Outdoor Education program! All 6th grad-

ers will have the opportunity to attend Outdoor Ed in April at the Smith Center in Rockville. The teams and dates for students 

will be organized by science class. 6th-Grade Team Leads Ms. Buck and Ms. Henaghan are in the planning stages for the pro-

gram which will include two days and two nights in this nearby outdoor setting. Outdoor Ed provides numerous connections to 

the science curriculum and the opportunity to earn hours for Student Service Learning (SSL). Please contact either of the team 

leads for more information with questions and offers of volunteers or donations: Heather_M_Buck@mcpsmd.org, 
Melissa_A_henaghan@mcpsmd.org, or (301) 650-6544.  

  

IMPORTANT DATES  

February TBD, Outdoor Ed Parent Information Meeting 

Mon. April 21 ï Wed. April 23 (first team) 

Wed. April 23 ï Fri. April 25 (second team) 

  

VOLUNTEER NEEDS for each team: 

2 Dads for each of the overnights 

2 Moms for each of the overnights 

Additional volunteers during the days 

  
REQUESTED DONATIONS for each team 

10 boxes of graham crackers per team 

8-10 bags of large marshmallows per team 

50-70 bars of plain Hershey chocolate per team 

3 cases of bottled water per team 

2 cases of 12 oz. Diet Coke/Coke 

20 individual gift certificates for students to give as winners of skits (gift certificates can be for anything)   10 girls    10 

boys 

4 dozen colorful or decorated pencils for prizes 

5 lb. bag of  individually wrapped candy for prizes 

Donation or loaning of games for our evening game rotation. For example: Monopoly, checkers, chess, Operation, Ta-

boo, Trivial Pursuit, Pictionary, Uno, Go Fish, Jenga, etc. We probably need about 6-7 different gameséthe first team 

will use them then leave them for the second team to use. 
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Staff Appreciation Commitee 

8th Grade News 

WOW!! We canôt believe that the first quarter is almost at an end: 

 

1.  Student Dress Code ï Students need to be reminded that their dress must be appropriate for the academic setting. Girls 

should wear dresses/shorts/skirts that are finger tip length or longer. The straps on shirts should be at least two finger widths 

thick.  Males should wear shirts with sleeves and pants that fit on their waist. Students wearing inappropriate clothing will be 

asked to change into clothing that is appropriate. The guidance office stores clothing for students who must change during the 

school day. If you have any clothing including shirts, belts, etc. that you would like to donate please drop them off in the guid-

ance office. 

2.  Parent Conferences ï Report cards will be distributed at parent conferences which will be held on Friday, November 9th 

from 1 PM to 7 PM. If parents/guardians are unable to attend, report cards will be mailed home or given to students (the final 

decision will be made soon). If a teacher is unable to stay on Friday, he/she will be available on Friday, November 9th and Mon-

day, November 12th until 3 PM. Teachers who are unable to stay beyond 3 PM will notify parents in a timely fashion. Parents 

should contact the individual teacher to make arrangements.  

3.  Passion Projects ï All 8 th grade ñPassion Projectò students have been assigned a mentor. Your child should have received a 
calendar with all of the due dates for the year.  Currently, students should be working on research of their topic. You can support 

your child by checking with your child about the progress he/she is making on his/her project.   

4.  8th Grade Cruise ï The 8th grade Spirit of Washington End-of-Year Cruise is scheduled to take place on Friday, May 30th 
from 4 PM ï 6 PM.  The 8th grade team will begin selling pizza and candy after school in January. Once the fundraising calen-

dar has been determined, the team would appreciate any parent volunteers or donations. Any parent-organized fundraisers sup-

porting the 8th grade students would also be appreciated.   

 

Shenice N. Coleman 

8th Grade World Studies and Instructional Resource Teacher / 8th Grade Team Leader 

Telephone: 301.650.6544 (office)  -  FAX:  301.562.5244 

 Do you know that showing our staff how much we appreciate all that they do for our children has been an important 

focus of the PTSA for the last two years? We have tried to do something ñspecialò for staff at least once a month. Here are the 

things that we have done so far this year: 

August -Welcome Back Breakfast 

September-Breakfast 

October-Harvest Breakfast 

 Our appreciation event for November is dinner at the Parent/Teacher conferences on Friday, November 9th. This is a 

VERY long day for staff and they only get a 30 minute break for dinner so we like to make it as relaxing as possible. We will 

serve everything from a full dinner with drinks to dessert. Most of us will be coming to conferences anyway, so why not con-

sider providing a food item to be enjoyed by staff.  Breaks will begin at 4:30 and the last break will be at 6:30. We will be pro-

viding dinner for about 70 staff members. We also need assistance with set-up, serving, and clean-up.  If you are unable to pro-

vide a dish but would still like to help out, monetary contributions are always welcome to help defray the cost of the food that 

will be purchased. Please contact me if you are able to help out in any way. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Last year for the holiday season money was collected to give staff a group gift in lieu of individual gifts to staff mem-

bers. We will be collecting money again this year so watch the emails on the listserve. 

 Thank you for the many ways each of you supports our staff! 

 

Maureen Gunnison 

Chair, Staff Appreciation Committee 

maureengunnison@hotmail.com  

301-754-1533 home 
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Cultural Arts and Enrichment 

Math Competition Team 

Cultural Arts and Enrichment in December and January 
 

The PTSA Cultural Arts Committee each year plans one in-school program per grade level. In recent years the Cultural 

Arts programs have focused on storytellers. The performances are held in the instrumental room during studentsô first period 

class. If you would like to work on the Cultural Arts Committee and plan future programs, contact Claire Schwadron at 

Claire@classactsarts.org. The following programs are scheduled in December for the 6th and 7th graders: 

6th Grade ï Antonio Sacre, a storyteller and author whose bilingual stories are touching and humorous. He brings fa-

bles and family to life in stories told in English, in Spanish, or an animated interweaving of both.  

7th Grade ï Gayle Danley, slam poet extraordinaire and 2006 Young Audiences National Artist of the Year, returns to 

Silver Spring International for the sixth year. This program includes a residency, and is funded in part by a Maryland 

Arts in Education grant. Thanks to 8th grade parent and committee member Claire Schwadron who wrote the grant. 

On January 18th, 6th graders will have the opportunity to attend a matinee performance of The Shakespeare Theatre 

Companyôs SHAKESPEARIENCE: Youth and Family Series (YFS) in Washington, DC titled ñOn the Eve of Friday Morningò.  

One hundred tickets have been reserved for Silver Spring International 6th graders, and will be made available through the Eng-

lish classes to the first 100 students who return permission forms. This new program at Sidney Harman Hall exposes younger 

audiences to classic literature from around the world through engaging, age-appropriate productions. Each production is fol-

lowed by a discussion with the artists. Students will have an opportunity to hear first hand from artists about their role in the 

process of bringing the production to life and to share their thoughts and feelings about the work. 

 To help identify future enrichment programs please contact Lisa Gabriel by e-mail at LisaLGabriel@comcast.net or 

call (301) 593-4358. 

Parent Photographers Wanted! 

 
Ms. Green, yearbook advisor and math teacher, is looking for lots of great pho-

tos of SSI events for the 2007-08 year book. If you are taking pictures at sports events, 

PTSA activities, dances, or any other SSI activity, please feel free forward them by 

email to  Michele_B_Green@mcpsmd.org.  

Math Competition Team meets Wednesdays from 3 to 4 PM in Room 129 
 

The Math Competition Team or ñMathletesò as they are known at Silver Spring International, is an opportunity for stu-

dents to work together in a friendly competition against other schools in the county to demonstrate their knowledge of math con-

cepts. While it builds on ALL the courses offered, the types of questions involve more problem solving and thinking outside the 

box than applying formulas that may have been taught in class. Every competition starts with an opportunity to enjoy some re-

freshments and get to know students from the other schools. The competition consists of three parts: a 20-minute Team Round 

where calculators are permitted, a Relay Round with two 8-minute relays of three students where the second problem requires 

the answer from the first student and the third from the second, and finally an Individual Round where students get 8 minutes 

each to solve three sets of two problems. Points are awarded for correct answers to each student involved. Competitions are al-

ways on Mondays, typically once a week. To keep consistent, our ñMathletesò practice on Wednesdays after school by going 

over old questions from previous years, reviewing strategies for working under the time constraints, and sharing ideas for find-

ing creative ways to solve abstract problems. The team is very supportive of each other and the coaches work to foster both 

teamwork and positive attitudes towards the competition and towards learning. 

 

Melissa Sigley 
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Middle Years Program (MYP) at Silver Spring International Middle School 

5th Grade Information Meeting and Community Open House 

Wednesday, November 28th, 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

Silver Spring International Middle School  

 

Come learn more about this internationally recognized rigorous program of instruction which provides our students 

with the skills that they need to become responsible global citizens. The MYP is offered to all students at the Silver Spring 

International Middle School. Authorized as an International Baccalaureate Organization World School in March 2007, Silver 

Spring International is one of the first schools in the country to offer a three-year MYP. Fifth grade students are also welcome 

to attend with their parents. The program will introduce them to the MYP and the arts and academic enrichment opportunities 

available to all students at Silver Spring International, including: 

 

Academic enrichment opportunities for highly able students 

Support for underachieving students 

Extra-curricular activities 

School-wide PBIS Behavior model 

MYP: what it is and how it is incorporated into content areas 

Foreign language including French and Spanish partial immersion program 

Elective classes and Pupil enrichment courses 

Specific projects for various content areas 

MSA Kickoff   -  Girls Win!!!  
 

So who has the all time highest score on the math portion of the MSA in the history of Silver Spring International Mid-

dle School? Do you know? Well the answer isé you need to read all the way to the bottom to find out.   

During the week of October 8th, grade level assemblies were held in the Band Room in which the boys squared off 

against the girls in a game of Hollywood Squares.  Based on the old television show, the format was kept the same but the teach-

ers filled the squares and the students were the contestants. Students were tested on their knowledge of the MSA and how the 

test affects them.   

The assembly was the staffôs way to share information with students in a way that would engage them and also get out 

the important information that the MSA test impacts students not just the school. Ms. Henaghan, a sixth grade Team Leader, 

first noted this misconception in some of her classes where she heard students talking about the MSA test, ñThey seemed to 

think that it was a school test and it really didnôt matter how they did.ò 

Principal Vicky Parcan notes, ñStudents and parents both need to know that the test is not just a school test. That the 

classes students take ï whether it is double math, or double reading, and their ability to take electives not only at Silver Spring 

International Middle School but also in high school ï is impacted by their MSA scores.ò And thus the Hollywood Squares game 

was born to help students learn this important information. 

On the day of the assembly, students entering the Band Room were placed boys on one side, girls on the other. A male 

student and a female student were then called out of the crowd. The student would then select a teacher from one of the nine 

seated in a tic-tac-toe pattern on the main floor. A question was asked, an answer given, and the student then had to respond 

whether the answer was correct or incorrect. Based upon the outcome an X or an O was earned. 

To help drive home this information, students returned to their classes after the assembly and completed a graph which 

compared their scores over the last three years in math and reading. They had an opportunity to discuss this information with 

their teachers and their classmates. By looking for trends and patterns, students thus were able to see not only how they had done 

on the test, but were also given a chance to reflect on what they needed to do in the future.   

While the star of the show was the sharing of the information and the raising of awareness of the impact of the test, it 

would be remiss if the fine work of Mr. Dutrey (whose answered a question ñWhat can I do to improve my score?ò with ñPlay 

more Halo 3ò); Mr. Klein (who answered the question ñWhat are the three possible scores on the MSA?ò with ñ17ò) and Ms. 

Earby who kept the crowd entertained with her foolishness, were not mentioned. 

By the way the answer to who has the highest score in Silver Spring International Middle School isé Mr. Bianchini. 

Actually, there is no record kept of who scores the highest. But there is a record kept of what each individual student scores and 

this impacts not only the school but the students as well. 

 

George Pappas  

SSI Staff Development Teacher 



7 

The Jaguar International 

Organization 

 

Getting Started: 

 

Help your children organize their school binders a few times a week so that papers do not get mixed up. 

Have your students use folders for assignments that need to be completed and that need to be handed in. 

Use the PLANNER!! Make sure that your children understand the importance of using the planner.  Check your chil-

drenôs planners to make sure that they are completing the homework assignments. 

 

Is your child feeling disorganized? 

 

If your children feel disorganized they can receive help during lunch time or after school - They just need to ask!   

Homework club meets Tuesday through Thursday. 

Edline is available for all students and teachers to use to keep track of assignments, projects, and current grades 

 

If you have any questions, contact 6th-grade team leads Ms. Buck at Heather_M_Buck@mcpsmd.org or Ms. Henaghan at 

Melissa_A_henaghan@mcpsmd.org or (301) 650-6544.   

Focus Groups Discuss Tips for Success in MSA Tests 
 

In October, focus groups, made up of students from each grade level that have made substantial improvements in their 

classes and on the MSA test, met to discuss their secrets for success. Here are some specific recommendations from the 6th 

grade focus group for fellow 6th graders: 

 

Reading suggestions 

Read more books 

Take books home and practice at home 

Read with family members 

Find a friendly reading competition with a reading buddy 

Use reading packets with different reading levels so students can move up levels and monitor their progress 

Ask teachers what their grades are so they can focus on areas of difficulty ï set goals 

Find a tutor to help with reading 

 

Suggestions for better study habits and maintaining good grades 

Use your own learning styles to do homework 

Get family members to help with homework 

Take time away from T.V.; do homework first and then watch T.V. 

Get peer help with homework, including study buddies on the phone to complete homework 

Make a plan to complete assignments instead of waiting until the night before 

Stay after school for the Homework Club 

Organize notebooks (dates, binders, folders, dividers) 

Take notes during the class period 

 

Test taking preparation strategies 

Go at your own speed, read questions carefully, reread answers, and be confident 

Ask parents to share their test taking strategies 

Use IEP accommodations 

Try to think of a test simply as school work in order to reduce anxiety 

Practice eliminating incorrect answers and make educated guesses when not certain of an answer 

Take breaks between parts of a test 

Get a good nightôs sleep the night before the test 

Review notes before test 
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5 Points of Student Service Learning (SSL) Information  

November, 2007  
  

Students gain POSITIVE ATTITUDES from high quality student service learning. 

 
 

1. Check the SSL information on the report card.  Contact your school SSL coordinator with any discrepancies.  Keep copies 

of all SSL documentation. 

 

2. Documentation of service performed during the first semester (August ˈ January) is due to the SSL coordinator by January 

4, 2008.  The deadline for turning in verification is January 11, 2008.   

 

3. Service-learning activities may involve indirect action.  In indirect action students do not meet the recipients of their ser-

vice face-to-face.  Examples of indirect service activities include collections of food, clothing, and/or hygiene items, fund-

raising, and blood drives. 

 

4. Full participation by students in service-learning activities can result in feelings of empowerment, value, and esteem.   

 

5. All service for which SSL hours are desired must be supervised by an adult representing the nonprofit organization.  Par-

ents/guardians, and relatives cannot sign SSL documents as supervisors of their children/family members. 

 

 

 

 

5 Points of Student Service Learning (SSL) Information  

December 2007  
  

Students EXPLORE CAREERS through high quality student service learning. 

 

 
1. Plan now to be involved in SSL activities over Winter break.  Look for opportunities on the SSL Web site 

www.mcpsssl.org, listen for opportunities promoted at school, or call the Montgomery County Volunteer Center at 240-777-

2600.  

 

2. SSL that results in direct action with recipients includes activities such as serving food at a soup kitchen, tutoring a child in 

reading or math, and playing the piano for residents of a hospital. 

 

3. Students may earn 1 service-learning hour for every hour of service outside of their instructional day. 

 

4. Full participation in service-learning activities provides an avenue to explore careers in public service, medicine, health 

care, social services, politics, science, history, law and more. 

 

5. All activities for which SSL hours are desired must occur in public places.  Students cannot earn service-learning hours for 

service performed in their own home or in private residencies.  Hours are not awarded for activities supervised by parents.   

 

 

Wes Yokoyama 

Student Service Learning Coordinator 
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Una vez mas hemos completado el primer periodo escolar de este nuevo año.  Hemos estado muy ocupados durante 

las últimas 9 semanas desde el comienzo de este año.  Estoy muy orgullosa de lo mucho que se están aplicando nuestros alum-

nos a sus estudios y también con lo bien que se están portando ï estamos todos orgullosos de ser los Jaguares de la Escuela 

Internacional de Silver Spring!   

 Espero que todos aprovechen de participar en las conferencias de maestros y padres el día viernes, 9 de noviembre de 

las 1pm hasta las 7pm en el gimnasio de la escuela.  Será una gran oportunidad durante la cual les entregaremos el primer re-

porte de notas de sus hijos, podrán hablar con los profesores de sus hijos, y ver como pueden seguir apoyándolos académica-

mente.  Debido al gran volumen de padres que típicamente participan en estas reuniones, les pedimos que limiten las conversa-

ciones con cada profesor a 5 minutos.  Si necesitan más tiempo, por favor hablen con los consejeros de sus hijos que estarán ahí 

esta noche, y pueden hacer una cita para recibir mas información de los profesores.  Hemos usado este formato para las confe-

rencias en los últimos años con mucho éxito, por lo tanto espero verlos a todos el día 9 en el gimnasio.  No necesita una cita 

para participar. 

 Varias de nuestras iniciativas para este año han sido un gran éxito.  Los tres cursos nuevos que estamos ofreciendo a 

los alumnos del 6to grado han sido recibidos con mucho entusiasmo.  En el 7mo grado formamos una clase de Bio-Tecnología, 

la cual nuestros alumnos están disfrutando muchísimo, como la clase nueva del 8vo grado en la cual los alumnos están prepa-

rando un plan de negocios para comenzar una tienda escolar.  M§s encima, reci®n recibimos 6 pizarrones óPrometheanô inclu-

yendo uno que es una Clase Inteligente.  Los alumnos tendrán oportunidades de usarlos ya que los instalamos en varias clases a 

cada nivel.  Espero que su hijo/hija les haya comentado sobre estos pizarrones.  Nosotros sabemos que la habilidad de crear un 

ambiente interactivo es esencial para el aprendizaje, y estos recursos nos proveen esa oportunidad.  

 Durante la tarde del día 28 de noviembre tendremos una presentación de todos los programas en la escuela.  Será una 

oportunidad para poder demostrar las clases y otros recursos que nos identifican como la gran Escuela Intermedia Internacional 

de Silver Spring.  Esperamos que participen todos los miembros de la comunidad, por lo tanto vengan y aprendan más sobre los 

programas que les ofrecemos a nuestros alumnos. 

 Como siempre, por favor sigan apoyando la escuela y proveyéndonos con información sobre lo que les parece bien en 

la escuela como lo que no les gusta.  Espero que las notas que recibieron sus hijos realmente representen lo que han aprendido 

este año.  Si tiene preguntas o está preocupado sobre el rendimiento escolar de sus hijos, por favor comuníquese con el departa-

mento de consejería lo antes posible.  Si ha su hijo/hija le fue bien, no se olvide de felicitarlo.  Ellos trabajan mucho no solo 

aquí en la escuela, pero en casa también para mantenerse al día con las tareas y proyectos.  A traves de nuestro programa de 

comportamiento, los alumnos siguen enfoc§ndose en las 3 Rôs:  Responsabilidad, Respeto y Relaciones positivas entre ellos.  

Sigan adelante Jaguares!   

 

Vicky Parcan 

Directora 

Carta de la Directora 

 

El Equipo de Competición Matemática, o Mathletes, como son conocidos en la escuela, es una oportunidad para los 

estudiantes a trabajar juntos y competir contra otras escuelas del condado para demostrar su conocimiento de conceptos ma-

temáticos. Mientras el equipo reesfuerza todos los cursos ofrecidos, los tipos de preguntas requieren las destrezas de solucionar 

problemas y pensar "fuera de la caja".  Cada competición comienza con la oportunidad de disfrutar refrigerios y conocer a los 

estudiantes de las otras escuelas.  La competición consiste de tres partes: una Ronda de 20 minutos con el equipo (se permiten 

calculadores), una Ronda de Turnos con dos rondas de 8 minutos y una Ronda Individual en que los alumnos deben solucionar 

seis problemas en 8 minutos.  Se ganan puntos por responder con la solución correcta. 

 Las competiciones siempre ocurren los lunes, típicamente una vez a la semana.  Para consistencia, nuestros Mathletes 

practican los miércoles después de las clases por revisar las preguntas de los años anteriores, repasar estrategias para trabajar 

efectivamente bajo límites de tiempo, y compartir ideas para solucionar problemas abstractos.  Los miembros se apoyan y los 

maestros fomentan el aprendizaje por el trabajo en grupos y sus actitudes positivas hacia la competición. 

 

Melissa Sigley 

Math Resource Teacher 

 

Equipo de Competicion Matematica 
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Calendar of Events 

The Jaguar International 

November 
 

Thursday, Nov 1  Professional Day -  No School 

Friday, Nov 9   Parent Conferences - Early Release 

Monday, Nov 12  Early Release 

Nov 22-23   Holidays - Thanksgiving  -  No School 

Wednesday, Nov 28   Principal coffee   8:00 AM - 9:00 AM  Media Center 

Wednesday, Nov 28  MYP Information Meeting 

    and Community Open House  7:00 PM -  8:30 PM    

Thursday, November 29 PTSA Executive Board meeting 7:00 ï 9:00 PM Media Center 

 

 

December 

 
Saturday, December 1 Leaf raking party 9:00 AM  SSI entrance 

Friday, December 7  International Night   6:30 ï 9:00 PM Gym 

December 24 ï January 1 Winter Break  -  no school for students and teachers 

 

 

January 
 

Thursday, January 3 PTSA Executive Board meeting 7:00 ï 9:00 PM Media Center 

Tuesday, January 8 PTSA Meeting 7:00 ï 9:00 PM Media Center 

 7th and 8th Grade Articulation  

Friday, January 18 Second Marking Period Ends 

Monday, January 21 Martin Luther King Day, no school for students and teachers 

Tuesday, January 22 Professional day for teachers, no school for students  

Thursday, January 24 PTSA Executive Board meeting 7:00 ï 9:00 PM Media Center 

 

 

February 
  

February (date to be determined) Outdoor Ed Parent Information Meeting   
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Silver Spring International  

Middle School 

313 Wayne Avenue 

Silver Spring, Md 20910 

Tel: 301-650-6544 

Fax: 301-562-5244 

 

Principal: Ms L. Victoria Parcan 

Assistant Principals: 

 Ms Tonia Harley and  

Mr Joe Mamana  

PTSA Co-Presidents:  Jeanne Atkinson 

and Jack Hume 

Newsletter Editors:  

Bernadette Baudry and Anthony Maurelli 

SSIMS PTSA Newsletter 
SIlver Spring International Middle School 
313 Wayne Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

   

 
   

 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION  

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

SILVER SPRING, MD 

PERMIT NO. 2723 

 

 

 

 

Parent / Teacher Conferences 

Friday, November 9 

1:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

In the Gym 

 

Principalôs Coffee/Chat  

Wednesday, November 28 

8:00 - 9:00 AM 
Media Center 

 


