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We are approaching the middle of the school year 

and it is time to take stock of all that parents, staff, and 

students have done this year to make Silver Spring 

International (SSI) a great school. As a community we: 

Organized a Welcome-Back picnic at 

the beginning of the year 

Held an International Night to celebrate 

SSI‘s cultural diversity 

Participated in the play ―Big Bad‖ that 

drew big crowds and rave reviews 

Opened up a school store that celebrates the 

entrepreneurial spirit 

Held a leaf raking party that helped beautify the front 

lawn 
 These are just a few of the activities that the SSI 

community has organized. Previous years‘ efforts also made 

possible the renovation of the Wayne Avenue entrance to the 

school. The ―abandoned‖ feeling of the school is now a thing 

of the past.  
  We want to thank all those people who responded to 

our appeal for donations in order to prevent us from having 

to organize fund-raising activities. To date we have raised 

$2,145 from our mailing that went out early in December. 

(Continued on page 2) 

From the PTSA Co-Presidents 

January, 2008 

 

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone found a little 

time to rest and relax over the winter holidays.  I was fortu-

nate to be able to spend a couple of weeks in Chile, enjoying 

time with family and friends – and warm weather.  It was 

great to get re-energized for what is sure to be a busy second 

half of this school year.  I am fortunate to have a great staff, 

including two amazing assistant principals, Ms. Harley and 

Mr. Mamana, who kept the school running very smoothly 

during my absence. 

We are once again in the midst of the school year 

where lots is going on – many students just completed their 

midterm exams, the second marking period has come to an 

end, we are in the middle of articulation – time to start think-

ing and making decisions about courses for the upcoming 

school year, and of course the Maryland School Assessments 

(MSA) are just around the corner.  I have no doubt that all of 

the hard work both on the part of the teachers and the stu-

dents will be positively demonstrated in their performance 

when testing officially begins in April.  For now, we will 

continue to prepare students in all content areas to ensure 

that they are receiving a rigorous and challenging academic 

program.   

Many of you have heard about some of our plans 

for the upcoming 2008-2009 school year.  As a school, we 

have decided to submit our application to become a Phase II 

Middle School Reform school in MCPS.  We have gone 

through a lengthy process to get input and feedback from all 

stakeholders – staff, parents and students – and have pre-

pared an application that we expect will provide us with the 

result of becoming one of only a handful of middle schools 

to be selected as Phase II schools in the reform process.  You 

have no doubt heard of the downturn in the economy affect-

ing schools in various ways.  We are confident that becom-

ing a Phase II school will allow us to not only continue to 

receive many of the resources we currently have, but it will 

provide some additional benefits such as 18 more Prome-

thean boards in our classrooms.  Students are excited about 
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These donations are greatly appreciated and will go toward funding future activities. It is still not too late to make donations—

and no amount is too small (or too large, for that matter!). You can make your check out to SSIMS-PTSA. Just $25 from each 

of the families that have not yet donated will allow us to continue our support of SSI. 
    Thanks so very much to all of you that give of your time and efforts to our school.   

  
Jeanne Atkinson and Jack Hume 

SSIMS PTSA co-presidents 

PTSA Co-Presidents (continued) 

The Jaguar International 

Letter from the Principal (continued) 

8th Grade News 

8th Grade Cruise will be Friday, May30th 
8

th
 Grade Promotion will be held on the last day of school, June 12th.  

8th Grade Pizza Sales will be January 4th  ͂ May 15th. Do you pick up your child after school? Come a little early! Parents 

are needed to help sell pizza on even days after school. The funds will help finance promotion activities. Please contact 

Kenzie Raulin (telephone: 301-681-6036 or email KenzieR@starpower.net)  

8th Grade Passion Project students should be beginning the ―Create/Evaluate‖ phase of their passion Projects, which are 

due in March. 

High School Choice Process in February 

     > Round 1 school assignment mailed to 8th grade students 

     > High school registration information meeting night for Grade 8 students and parents 

     > Change of Choice forms available in Counseling Office for current grades 9, 10, 11 by end of month 

     >Questions regarding high school choice? Contact the Consortia Office at 301-649-8081 or log onto:          

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/downcounty/choice/timeline.shtm  
 

Kenzie Raulin 

8th grade PTA Co-VP 

telephone: 301-681-7420 

kenzier@starpower.net 

this interactive resource and we want to make sure we can provide a technology-rich environment for all of our students.  In 

addition, we are looking forward to adding some exciting new courses to our course selection for students.  These courses in-

clude academic courses, such as an accelerated Science course in the 6th grade that will put students on track to take a High 

School-level/credit-course in the 8th grade.  Other courses that will be added will provide a wider elective choice for students, 

with courses such as a Dance Exploration course in 6th grade that will also put students on track to receive a Fine Arts High 

School credit in 8th grade.  As always, we want to ensure all of our students are engaged and challenged in both academics and 

in their elective courses.   

I hope you had an opportunity to attend our parent articulation meeting where all of the options for courses were presented.  If 

you are still unsure or unclear about any of the choices, please do not hesitate to contact us as soon as possible so that your child/

children can be enrolled in the right courses for next year.  For our current 8 th grade parents, please make sure to attend the High 

School informational sessions to ensure a smooth transition for your child as he/she moves on to high school.  

Finally, I want to send out a special ‗thank you‘ to all of our wonderful parents.  Silver Spring International Middle 

School is fortunate to have a dedicated and supportive group of parents that provides us with resources in so many ways.  I espe-

cially want to recognize our PTSA Executive Board.  I am so proud to be a part of this wonderful community of caring and com-

mitted parents.  Thank you for all you do! 

Vicky Parcan, 

Principal  
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The Jaguar International 

6th Grade News 
 

Save the Dates: April 21-25 

Outdoor Ed for All 6 th Graders 
 

In April all 6th graders will have the opportunity to attend Outdoor Ed at the Smith Center in Rockville. The teams and 

dates will be organized by science class, and will include three days and two nights in this nearby outdoor setting. Outdoor Ed 

provides numerous connections to the science curriculum and the opportunity to earn hours for Student Service Learning (SSL).  

Please contact either of the team leads for more information with questions and offers of volunteers or donations:  

 Heather_M_Buck@mcpsmd.org 
 Melissa_A_henaghan@mcpsmd.org or telephone (301) 650-6544.  

  

IMPORTANT DATES  

February 7th  ͂ Parent Information Night, 6:30 PM in the band room 

February 25-26 – Students will learn about Outdoor Ed through their World Studies classes; permission slip packets sent out to 

all students through Science classes  

March 31st  ͂ Signed Permission Slips due 

April 1st  ͂ Medication/Authorization Forms due 

April 8th  ͂ Dietary Restriction Information due 

April 14th  ͂ Payments/Payment Plan Balances due 

Monday April 21 – Wednesday April 23 (first team) 

Wednesday April 23 – Friday April 25 (second team) 

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDS for each team: 

2 Dads (or more!) for each of the overnights 

2 Moms for each of the overnights 

Additional volunteers during the days 

  

REQUESTED DONATIONS for each team 

*10 boxes of graham crackers per team  

*8-10 bags of large marshmallows per team 

*50-70 bars of plain Hershey chocolate per team 

*3 cases of bottled water per team 

*2 cases of 12 diet coke/coke 

*20 individual gift certificates for students to give as winners of skits 

(can be for anything)   10 girls    10 boys 

*4 dozen colorful or decorated pencils for prizes 

*5 lb bag of individually wrapped candy for prizes 

*Donation or loaning of games for our evening game rotation 

          For example: Monopoly, checkers, chess, Operation, Taboo, Trivia Pursuit, Pictionary, Uno, Go Fish, Jenga, etc. We 

probably need about 6-7 different games. The first team will use them and then leave the games for the second team to use. 

 As we look forward to the rest of the year, it is time to make plans for next year. Toward that end, a nomi-

nating committee will soon be formed to solicit candidates for PTSA officers. These include, but are not limited to, 

the office ofPpresident and grade-level Vice Presidents. We will also be looking for a chair of our School Beautifica-

tion Committee.  

 Our school can only be as strong as the community that supports it. Please feel free to contact Jack at 301-

585-3565 or Jhume409@yahoo.com or Jeanne at 301-588-1474 or atkinbuch@rcn.com if you are interested in serv-

ing on the commitee.  

Jeanne Atkinson and Jack Hume 
SSIMS PTSA co-presidents 

Nominating Committee 
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Cultural Arts and Enrichment 

Arts and Enrichment at SSI - and You!  

 
The PTSA has heard how important the arts and enrichment programs at Silver Spring International are to our students 

and families.  We invite interested 6th and 7th grade parents to become involved in planning programs for next school year, and 

take over from parents who will be graduating with their 8th graders in June.   

 It is not too early to start thinking of the type or programs you would like to see at the school in 2008-2009.  Please 

consider what new or continuing enrichment programs you would like to make possible for your child, and contact a PTSA rep-

resentative with your suggestions and/or how you would like to help shape any of the following programs: 

Cultural Arts Committee – help plan one in-school performances per grade in 2008-2009.  Storytellers representing 

different ethnic groups have been very well received by students and staff.  Recent/repeat performers have been: Anto-

nio Sacre or Dovie Thomason for the 6th grade; Slam Poet Gayle Danley for the 7th grade; and Baba Jamal Koram for 

the 8th grade.  Let us know if you would like to join this committee, which will continue to benefit from the advice of 

the 8th grade parent who has planned this program in schools professionally for over ten years. 

Visual Arts Residences – SSI students love the arts, and in the past two years they have created the Hispanic Heritage 

mural and Four Seasons mosaic that now enhance our school.  What would your child like to help create next year ei-

ther through the art club, art classes, or in the third annual Community Art Day? Fused glass art? An 8 th grade legacy 

mural? 

The Shakespeare Theatre residency – the third annual in-school residency is planned this spring to include all of the 8th 
grade English classes and teachers and we would like to extend the same opportunity to the 7 th grade.  Please contact 

us if you would you like to help be sure your child has this opportunity this year and next as a 7 th or 8th grader.   

Outdoor Classroom – SSI parents helped secure a major grant to equip the courtyard with seating and work space and 

expand its use as an Outdoor Classroom.  Planning meetings are going on now in conjunction with Sligo Creek staff 

and parents about how best to develop this space in connection with the K-8 curriculum and SSI‘s Green Club.  Get 

involved now to help influence the direction. 

Grant writing – outside funding helps make many of our programs available at no charge to our students.  If you can 

you help identify or write grants for programs this spring, we can put you in contact with parents who have successfully 

written grants totaling over $13,000 for enrichment programs over the past two years.  

After-school classes – in addition to the many popular programs sponsored by our wonderful staff, SSI parents have 

helped find outside support for classes and materials for a number of after-school classes offered by outside artists and 

instructors including Cartooning for the past two years, Tennis coming this spring, and Dance this fall.  What new or 

continuing after-school classes would your child like enjoy next fall? 

 

Please let us know your interest either in attending a general planning meeting or speaking with a parent who can give 

you more information.  Contact PTSA co-presidents Jeanne Atkinson at atkinbuch@rcn.com or (301) 588-1474 or Jack Hume at 

jhume409@yahoo.com, or VP 6th grade and Enrichment  Lisa Gabriel at LisaLGabriel@comcast.net or (301) 593-4358 to let us 

know your ideas and interest. 

PTSA Meeting 

March 11  
Heath Morrison, Community Superintendent, and 

Marty Creel, from the Department of Enriched and 

innovative Programs, will speak about class offerings 

available to next year‘s 6th and 7th graders. 
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¡Feliz Año Nuevo!  Espero que todos hayan tenido un poco de tiempo para descansar y disfrutar los días festivos del 

fin de año.  Yo  aproveche de viajar a mi país, Chile, donde disfruté de mi familia y amistades – y el buen tiempo.  Me siento 

preparada para lo que seguramente será un gran segundo semestre de este año escolar.  Tengo la gran fortuna de trabajar con un 

gran personal, incluyendo a los 2 vice-directores, Sra. Harley y Sr. Mamana, que se aseguraron de mantener todo funcionando 

durante mi ausencia. 

 Nos encontramos una vez mas en esa época del año cuando mucho esta sucediendo – muchos alumnos completaron 

exámenes semestrales, el segundo periodo escolar ha terminado, estamos en medio del proceso de articulación- durante el cual 

hay que pensar y decidir en los cursos que se elegirán para el año entrante, y por su puesto los Exámenes Estatales de Maryland 

(MSA) los cuales se llevaran a cavo a principios de abril. Nosotros continuaremos preparando a todos nuestros alumnos a 

través de un programa académico riguroso.     

 Muchos de ustedes ya se han enterado de algunos de nuestros planes para el año entrante.  Uno de esos planes es el 

hecho que estamos presentando una aplicación para ser parte de la Fase II de la Reforma de Escuelas Intermedias. Hemos pedi-

do información de parte del personal, padres y alumnos con el propósito de presentar una aplicación que ha sido completado de 

una forma colaborativa. Como mucho de uds. saben, la economía de este país esta sufriendo y el hecho de ser una de las escue-

las parte de la Fase II nos proveerá ciertos recursos que nos ayudarán en el futuro. Un ejemplo son los pizarrones ‗Promethean‘ 

los cuales facilitan la presentación de la materia escolar en una manera interactiva y más interesante para los alumnos. Tam-

bién, tenemos la posibilidad de ofrecer un rango mas amplio de cursos para el año entrante, con muchos de estos cursos ofre-

ciendo la oportunidad para los alumnos de recibir créditos de High School. Como siempre, queremos asegurar que todos nues-

tros alumnos se mantengan comprometidos y motivados con la materia de clases. 

 Espero que hayan tenido oportunidad de participar en nuestras reuniones de articulación en las cuales presentamos 

información sobre los cursos para el próximo ano. Si aun tiene preguntas o dudas sobre estos cursos, por favor comuníquese 

con nosotros lo antes posible para que su hijo/hija sea matriculada en las clases apropiadas.  Para esos padres de alumnos en el 

octavo grado, por favor participe en las reuniones a nivel de High School para asegurar una buena transición para su hijo/hija a 

High School.        

 Finalmente, quisiera ofrecerles mil gracias a todos nuestros padres que participan en la escuela. La Escuela Intermedia 

Internacional de Silver Spring tiene la fortuna de tener un grupo de padres dedicados y que nos apoyan en distintas labores.  

Quisiera reconocer a la Junta Ejecutiva de la Asociación de Padres (PTSA).  Es un placer y honor para mí ser parte de esta co-

munidad de padres.  ¡Muchísimas gracias por todo lo que hacen! 

Vicky Parcan 

Directora 

PTSA C0-Presidentes 

Carta de la Directora 

 Estamos llegando al medio año y es la hora de recontar todo lo que los padres, el personal, y los estudiantes han hecho 

este año para hacer que La Escuela Intermedia Internacional de Silver Spring sea una escuela maravillosa.  Como una comuni-

dad hemos: 

Organizado un picnic de regreso a las clases al comienzo del año 

Ofrecido una noche internacional para reconocer la diversidad de culturas en SSI 

Participado en la obra de teatro Big Bad que atrajo a mucha gente y recibió muchos elogios 

Abierto una tienda escolar que celebra el espíritu de empresarios 

Hecho una fiesta de recoger hojas que ayudó a embellecer los jardines de la escuela 

 Solo hemos nombrado unas cuantas actividades que la comunidad ha organizado.  Los esfuerzos de los años pasados 

también posibilitaban la renovación de la entrada a la escuela en Wayne Avenue.  El sentido ―abandonado‖ que se había asocia-

do con la escuela ya se ha desaparecido.   

 Queremos agradecer a todas las personas que respondieron a nuestra pedida por donaciones, la cuales nos permitió evi-

tar las actividades de recaudar dinero.  Hasta ahora hemos recaudado $2,145 del primer envío en diciembre.  No es demasiado 

tarde para donaciones – y ninguna donación es demasiada pequeña (o demasiada grande!)  Ustedes pueden escribir el cheque a 

SSIMS-PTSA.  Solamente $25 de cada familia que no ha donado todavía nos dejará continuar nuestro apoyo de SSI. 

Mientras esperamos lo que queda del año, es el tiempo de hacer planes para el próximo año escolar.  Entonces, un comité de 

nombramiento se formará pronto para solicitar candidatos para los oficiales del PTSA.  Estas posiciones incluyen el presidente y 

vicepresidentes y otros.  También, se busca un líder del Comité de Embellecimiento de la Escuela. 

  Nuestra escuela solo puede ser tan fuerte como la comunidad que la apoya. Comuníquese con Jack Hume 

al  301.585.3565 o Jhume409@yahoo.com o Jeanne Atkinson al 301. 588. 1474 o atkinbuch@rcn.com. Gracias por todo que 

han dado de su tiempo y esfuerzos.   

 Jeanne Atkinson y Jack Hume, SSIMS PTSA co-presidentes 
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Dates to Remember 
 

 
March 11  PTSA Meeting, Guest Speakers (see p4) 

March 14 Hoop for Heart— 6:00–8:00 PM— in the field house 

April 4   6th Grade Game Night 

April 17   PTSA Meeting, Parent Forum (tentative) 

May 13  PTSA Meeting, Elections 

April 21 -23 6th grade : Outdoor Education - first group 

April 23 -25 6th grade : Outdoor Education- second group 

May 30  8th Grade Cruise 

June 12   8th grade : Promotion  

 

 


